
EMANCIPATION 
RESPONSE 

To Respond to a Petition for 
Emancipation of a Minor 

 (Forms and Instructions) 

© Superior Court of Arizona in Graham County 
    ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

F16a

VERSION 03/02/2015-F16a



SELF-SERVICE CENTER 

RESPONSE TO EMANCIPATION OF A MINOR 

CHECKLIST 

YOU MAY USE THESE FORMS IF: 

 You received a Court Petition or other papers relating to emancipation of a minor,

AND

 You agree or disagree with that request, AND

 You want to inform the Court of your approval or disapproval of the Minor’s
request for emancipation and/or to request a court hearing to explain why the
Minor’s request should or should not be granted,

OR

 The Petition or other documents contain inaccurate information that you believe
the Court should be aware of.

READ ME: Consulting a lawyer before filing documents with the court may help 
prevent unexpected results.  A list of lawyers you may hire to advise you on handling 

your own case or to perform specific tasks, as well as a list of court-approved mediators 
can be found on the Self-Service Center website.  
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SELF-SERVICE CENTER 

RESPONDING TO A PETITION FOR EMANCIPATION 
INFORMATION & INSTRUCTIONS 

1. MUST I FILE A RESPONSE:  NO.  It is not required, but you may file a response and/or you may 
also appear at the hearing if you want to tell the Court why you support or do not support the
Minor’s request to be emancipated or to provide additional information or to correct information
contained in the Minor’s “Petition for Emancipation”.

Note: There is a FEE. 

2. WHO CAN FILE A RESPONSE: Generally, if you received notice of the request for
emancipation from the Court, you may respond, though you are not required to do so.

3. DOES IT COST TO FILE A RESPONSE: There are fees for filing petitions, responses, and
various forms with the Court.  A list of current fees is available from the Self Service Center and
from the Clerk of Court’s website.

If you cannot afford the filing fee and/or the fee for having the papers served by the Sheriff or by
publication, you may request a deferral (payment plan) when you file your papers with the Clerk
of the Court.  Deferral Applications are available at no charge from the Self-Service Center.

4. WHEN MUST A RESPONSE BE FILED: If you choose to file a written response, you must file it
with the Clerk of the Court no later than thirty (30) days after you received the court papers.

5. WHAT TO FILE:  After you have completed your Response, make 3 copies and present the
original and all 3 copies to the Clerk of the Court, Juvenile Division, to be stamped, along with
your filing fee or fee deferral application.  The Clerk will place the original in the Court file and
return the copies to you.

6. WHERE TO FILE:  You may file at one of the two facilities for the Maricopa County Juvenile
Court:

GRAHAM COUNTY CLERK OF THE COURT
800 W MAIN ST

SAFFORD, AZ 85546

Cases are assigned to a facility based upon the zip code of the residence of the Minor.  If the 
zip code is 85200 through and including 85299, or any zip code area that is east of 
Central Avenue in Phoenix, the case will probably be assigned to the Southeast Facility. Any zip 
code that is west of Central Avenue will probably be assigned to the Durango Facility. 

You can present your documents for filing at either location; however, the hearing will be held at 
the facility to which the case is assigned.   
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7. WHO GETS THE THREE STAMPED COPIES OF THE RESPONSE:
• 1 copy goes to the Minor or his/her attorney. If you know the address of the Minor or of

his/her attorney, mail or deliver a copy of your response to the Minor or his/her attorney.
• 1 copy goes to the Judge.  If you provide a copy for the Judge, the Clerk of Court will

deliver it to the judge assigned to the case.
• 1 copy is for your records (if desired).

8. WHAT TO SAY IN THE RESPONSE:  Tell the Judge why you support or object to the Minor’s
emancipation, and/or explain any other information the Court should be aware of in relation
to the Minor’s emancipation. Write neatly and use black ink.

9. GOING TO THE HEARING: In addition to (or instead of) filing the “Response”, you may attend
the Court hearing to be available to tell the Judge why you support or disagree with the Petition
or to inform the Court of any incorrect or incomplete information.

OTHER THINGS TO KNOW FOR THE COURT HEARING: 

a. The Juvenile Court utilizes a digital audio recording system to preserve the official record of
proceedings.  If a party wants a court reporter to record a proceeding in this Court, a
written request must be filed with the Clerk of the Court and a copy provided to Juvenile
Court Administration at least 72 hours before the commencement of the proceeding.  There
is a fee for this service.

b. If you need a court interpreter, call 602-506-0490 at least 10 days before the hearing.

Court staff can answer questions about court procedures but only a lawyer can give legal 
advice.   You can find lawyers in the yellow pages or online telephone directory listings 
under “Attorneys.”  The Self-Service Center has a list of lawyers who can give you legal 

advice and who can help you on a task-by-task basis for a fee, and a list of court-
approved mediators as well. You may view the lists or on our website. 

ALL FORMS REFERRED TO IN THESE INSTRUCTIONS ARE AVAILABLE  
AT THE SELF-SERVICE CENTER FOR PURCHASE, OR FOR FREE ON THE INTERNET. 
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Person Filing:         
Address (if not protected):   
City, State, Zip Code:          
Telephone:         
Email Address:         
Lawyer’s Bar Number:

Representing     Self, without a Lawyer   or        Attorney for   Petitioner    OR   Respondent 

SUPERIOR COURT OF ARIZONA 
IN GRAHAM COUNTY  

In the Matter of the Emancipation of:   Case Number JE 

RESPONSE TO PETITION FOR 
EMANCIPATION OF A MINOR 
(optional)                 A.R.S. § 12-2451 

A Minor 

I state to the Court under oath or affirmation that the following information is true:  

1. PERSONAL INFORMATION ABOUT ME:

Name: 

Mailing Address: 
 City, State, Zip Code: 

Telephone:  ( ) 

My relationship to the Minor who is requesting emancipation is: 

2. RESPONSE, CORRECTIONS, or COMMENTS:  State any reasons you support or object
to the Minor being emancipated.  If information contained in the “Petition for Emancipation” is
wrong or incomplete, explain. Provide additional information you believe the Court should know.
Attach additional pages if necessary.

 Additional pages are attached. 

For Clerk’s Use Only 
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Case No. 

3. Check all that are true.
I plan to attend the hearing 

I will need a court interpreter for the ________________________ language. 

I will not attend the hearing. 

4. MAILING.  I mailed a copy of this Response (after it was filled out by me) to the following
individuals at the following addresses:  the Petitioner (the Minor) or his/her attorney.

Name: 
 
Mailing Address: 

City, State, Zip Code: 

Name: 
 
Mailing Address: 

City, State, Zip Code: 

OATH OR AFFIRMATION AND VERIFICATION 

I state to the Court under oath or affirmation that I have read this document and that the information I have 
provided is true, correct and complete to the best of my knowledge and belief. 

Signature Date 

Sworn or affirmed before me this date: 

Darlee Maylen, Clerk of Superior Court 
Notary Signature 

OR 
My commission expires: By: 

Deputy Clerk of Court 
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